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DEATHNOTICES

H. MACON GOODWIN JR.

H. Macon Goodwin Jr., 82, of
Chatham County died Tuesday,
Dec. 16, 2003, at Central Carolina
Hospital in Sanford due to an ex-
tended illness.

Mr. Goodwin retired after 41
years with CP&L as an operator. He
was a great barbecue cook and
loved to hunt and watch the At-
lanta Braves. He also served his
country in the U.S. Marine Corps.
He had a special love for all his
family.

A funeral service will be held at
2 p.m. Friday, Dec. 19, at Apex Fu-
neral Home Chapel. Burial will fol-
low in the Apex Cemetery.

He is survived by his wife, Willie
M. Goodwin; son, Marc Alan Good-
win and wife Melinda of Moncure;
daughters, Kathy Stanley and hus-

COMMUNITYBRIEFS

band David of Charlotte and Susie
Howell of Fuquay-Varina; five
grandchildren, Bryan K. Howell
and wife Terri, Steven W. Howell,
Boe A. Goodwin, Kyle M. Goodwin
and Audrey A. Goodwin; five great-
grandchildren, Hunter, Hampton,
Holden and Hanna, and Harper
Howell; sisters, Peggy Jones of
Angier, Josephine Fidler of Raleigh
and Becky Morris and husband
Cecil of New Hill. He is also sur-
vived by three special pets, Buddy,
Jackie and Sadie.

The family will receive friends 6
to 8 p.m. Thursday at Apex Funeral
Home.

Flowers are welcome and
memorial contributions may be
given to Community Hospice,
1602 Westover Drive, Sanford,
NC 27330.

EASLEY REAPPOINTS APEX
RESIDENT TO COMMISSION

Gov. Mike Easley has appointed
Tom Ellis of Raleigh and reap-
pointed Marion Elliot Deerhake of
Raleigh, Leo Green of Wilson and
Larry Jordan of Apex to the North
Carolina Environmental Manage-
ment Commission.

Jordan has been a commission
member since 2000. He is the
president of L.G. Jordan Oil Co.

Jordan served as mayor of Apex
from 1981 to 1989 and served on
the Apex Board of Commissioners
from 1971 to 1979. He also
served in the N.C. House of Rep-
resentatives from 1991 to 1992.
Jordan attended Louisburg Col-
lege and East Carolina University.
The commission grants permits
regarding controlling sources of
air and water pollution, as well as
other environmental issues.
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Last Christmas, ‘our present to ourselves was starting
out super in debt.’

JERRY GALA
co-owner of Apex AutoWorks

state of the auto shop they had “We had one, because it came2003.
been planning for so long. Unan out of a box. If we'd had to buy  The picture is brighter — Kt
ticipated permit delays cost themone ...,” Cole said. Debbie and hererally. The Coles’ house in the
. ] precious time opening. They parents spoiled the children lastMedfield Estates neighborhood
holiday. Last year was a time of weren’t able to get inside the year. “I couldn’t contribute to twinkles and glows with holiday
uncertainty, of little time and less building on North Salem Street that at all.” lights, and the big tree is again
money. Now they have the breath and start mucking out the dirt The men spent the day beforestanding in the den. The Galas’
ing room earned from 10 months and the cobwebs until the secondand the day after Christmas clear Apex home is also getting a kol
of hard work and steady growth, week of December. ing weeds and underbrush fromiday makeover this year.
and the partners are feeling pretty The money from the bank, the around the building. Business picked up again
darn merry about it. loan that had made them rich Merry Christmas. about two weeks before Thanks
‘ : ’ men on paper, was gone nearly in iving, following an early au
A scary time . stantan%opusly asgthey boup{;htNo escape hatch tgumngof “feast o?famine” %/rade.
_Alot has happened in a year'sequipment and spent to get the They told themselves things “There would be two or three
time. shell remodeled into a shop. would be better. days when we couldn’t get any
Last December, both men had  The Norman Rockwell Christ ~ “We hoped it would be,” Cole thing done” because so many cars
been out of work for months. Gala mas thing just wasn’t an option. said. “If we didn’t hope that, it kept pouring in, Cole said. “Then
was officially laid off in the spring,  “Our present to ourselves waswould be kind of crazy to start there would be two or three days
and Cole had quit his job in ©c starting out super in debt,” Gala this.” when we’'d wonder when the next
tober to work full-time on get sajd. The men were so focused oncar would come in.”
ting their bUSlneSS.Oper)- Both men had warned their making the business areality that The partners are expecting
“We were feeling like we wives well in advance. they didn’t leave themselves muchthe week before Christmas to be
should have been in the welfare “Don’t put anything on the of an escape hatch — basically,another busy time, as travelers
line,” Gala said, half joking. “It credit cards,” Cole rememberedbecause there was none. bring their cars in for last-minute
was a scary time at our house telling Debbie. “We were locked into this,” work before heading over the
Christa was well into her preg  “Don’t get me anything,” Gala Gala said. “It was either sink or river and through the woods to
nancy” with Tyler, the Galas’ son said he told Christa. “No sur swim. We couldn’t get out of our visit family.
who was born in May. prises. Those are surprises wdease, or the payments on the “lfeel more secure,” Cole said.
“Everything was going out. We don't need.” loan.” “I wouldn’t say there will be
had just signed a few weeks ear Neither man had time to deck “It would be losing everything more presents under the tree,
lier on our Ioa_n,” he said. the halls at home. The Galasdid we ever worked for,” Cole said. because we still have a long way
Compounding the fear was then't even put up a Christmas tree.“That will get you out of bed in to go as far as meeting all of our
the morning.” obligations. We're seeing the
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“That was incentive to make business grow, and we feel good

sure the ‘plan A’ worked,” Gala that it's growing like we pro
said. jected. But we're still pretty fru
So they left themselves room to gal.”
diversify if need be, to focus on  Apex AutoWorks will be
performance and specialty work if closed Christmas Day and Dec.
that proved more popular, and26. Cole and Gala will work on
joked that if business was really Christmas Eve, though they've
slow, they could turn their expe given mechanic Steve Mc
rience of building a shop into an-ad Cormick the day off.
vantage by going into the fan-in  Cole said he’s not sure he will
stallation or forklift-repair business. work the full day. Like most
Mostly, though, they took com waorkers, he will probably sneak
fort in their business plan, the out a little early.

SOUTHPOINT CHIROPRACTIC
(farmerly Hurley Chiropractic Center)
welcomes Dr. Meredith D. Farst
Mack & Arm Paln, Headaches, Low
Back and Lag Pain, Auto Injurg
Spors oy, Nutritona! Testing
New patients welcome!
Appointments Mon.-Fri.
Provider for most health insurances

G011 Fayetieville Rd., Suite 105, Durham « 518-384-1184
1/2 mile north of Southpoint, across from Triangle Family Practice

one that showed them there was “| write the rules now,” he

a need for a shop like Apex Au said. “If | want to take off, I'll do
toWorks in the area. it.”

H°"day IIghtS Contact Megan Jones at 460-
Fast-forward to Christmas 2608 or mjones@nando.com
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